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INTRODUCTION

In the fall of 1981, I began studies for a Master of Divinity
degree at Trinity Lutheran Seminary, in Columbus, Ohio. I
went to seminary out of a passion for the Gospel and an
aptitude for doing theology, while at the same time being
dead set against becoming a parish pastor. So much for good
intentions.

The question of what I would do upon leaving seminary
persisted through four years of arguing with faculty, friends,
and family. I graduated in the spring of 1985, still firm in the
conviction that parish ministry was not the place for me. Yet,
having completed a program of training for just such
ministry, I found it hard not to give the parish a chance. A
few months after graduation, I moved to Lincoln, Nebraska,
to become the pastor of Prince of Peace Lutheran Church.

One of the things I took with me was an unpublished
manuscript by Carl Skrade, a professor of mine from college
days at Capital University, and a mentor through my time in
seminary. The book was about the role of poetry in the
formation and expression of theology. Inspired by its
rationale, I began to use poetry as a part of my ministry, first
in my journal reflections, later in the form of my monthly
newsletter articles, and finally as an occasional format for
preaching. These poetic expressions of parish ministry went
on for three and a half years at Prince of Peace, four and a
half years at Tilleda, Wisconsin, co-pastoring Peace-Elias
Lutheran Parish with my wife, Kathy Burkheimer, and the
better part of a year doing interim ministry at Church of the
Wilderness, near Tilleda. Those nine years of being a parish
pastor never managed to change my disposition toward
parish ministry, so I finally stopped doing it. The poetry
stopped for a while, too, but occasionally re-emerges,
usually for our annual Christmas letter.

So, I have retired to the adjunct position of pastor’s spouse,
but what about all those poems? Left to my own devices, I
would never have moved beyond daydreams of publication,



but I have not been left to my own devices. For the last six
years or so, Steve Eulberg, a roommate of mine from semi-
nary, has quietly pushed forward the physical project of
publication. That these poems have now taken book form is
entirely to his credit. Don Luck, a seminary professor of
mine, has regularly included selections of my poetry in the
Trinity Seminary Review, which has kept my work in circula-
tion. Kathy Burkheimer, my wife these last fifteen years, has
always insisted that I take my poetry seriously, no small
thing, in an era when poetry is so marginalized. These three
have been joined by a host of others, too many to name, who
have continued to ask when “the book” will be available. To
them, I can finally answer “Now.” and to all of these sup-
porters I offer my deepest thanks.

March 1, 2002
Milledgeville, Illinois
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