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Reviews of
On Living in the Township of Heaven

“It is refreshing to hear the inner voice of pastoral experi-
ence.... Too often the true voices of pastors are muffled by normal-
ized speech.... The songs of their souls catching in their throats as
they negotiate intricate relationships with congregations, peers and
traditions. Puckett does not avoid the tough realities in the
plodding day-to-day life of local places and unsung pastorates.
Here is honesty about the stress and fears alongside the hopes of
everyday faith and church life.

—Rev. Gilson A. C. Waldkoenig, Ph. D., Assoc Professor of
Church in Society, Director of Town and Country Church Institute,

Lutheran Theological Seminary at Gettysburg

“Township...explores the “underside” of ministry..and the
task of ministry with eyes that see into the meaning of ministry
rather than the act of ministry...through poetry and prose [Puckett]
explores how ministry is life—life-giving and life-rending all at the
same time.” —Rev. Jeff Lilley, parish pastor, Kansas

“I have finished reading and re-reading...neglecting some
of my household chores; and when someone visits me and inter-
rupts my reading, I make them listen to selections. ...These poems
are about the most serious and important aspects of the human
condition, yet the author never takes his eye off of the playfulness
and humor that permeate this quest for humanness.”

—Jim Babcock, high school English teacher, Kansas

“In his collection On Living in the Township of Heaven, Gary
Puckett ... weaves together his love for his parishioners and their
neighbors, his care for his children and spouse, and his regard for
the land and what it has to teach. While he evidences understand-
ing of rural communities and people, his writing would be equally
understandable to any urban and suburban dweller who really
notices where he or she is, particularly if they have a garden or
yard to tend.

—Rev. Edward A. Kail, former Chair of Town and Country
Ministries, St. Paul School of Theology, Kansas City, Missouri

“Jesus spoke in parables, using the imagery of fishing,
sheep-herding, and farming to explain the mysteries of the Reign of
God. Puckett ...uses the imagery of parenting, keen observation of
the life around us, the connections in the eco-system of life, to
explain and open us to the mysteries of God. The parables of Jesus
and the poetry of Gary both excite the imagination to bring
understanding and insight to a deeper level.”

—Rev. Mark Miller, C.PP.S, Provincial, Society of the
Precious Blood, Kansas City Province
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